MOVEMENT FOR YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S RIGHT – MYCR SIERRA LEONE

ORGANISATION PROFILE

 Movement for youth and Children was founded in 2008 after a successful completion of the World Voices Sierra Leone youth project. World Voices Sierra Leone was founded to advocate and campaign for peace and reconciliation in Sierra Leone. This organisation was sponsored by the Norwegian Youth Council in Norway and the greater World Voices Norway organisation. Now Sierra Leone has attained peace and reconciliation and this serves as real model to the international community that Sierra Leonean played a vital role in attaining it peace and reconciliation. After the completion of World Voices Sierra Leone in 2007, concern young people thought it fit to establish the Movement for youth and Children’s Right (MYCR Sierra Leone) in other to continue their patriotic vision for Sierra Leone. Movement for youth and Children’s Rights is founded based on the foundation of Children and youth rights and development in Sierra Leone. Our mission is to advocate, support and empower children and youths especially the child orphans, street children who are vulnerable. MYCR Sierra Leone is a local Non Governmental Organisation registered with the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, Sierra Leone Non Governmental Organisation (SLANGO), The Ministry of Education, youth and Sports, Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs and The Freetown City Council. 

BACKGROUND

The Lumley community is part of the capital city of Sierra Leone (Freetown) located in the west and stretches from the coast of the Atlantic Ocean in the peninsular mountains. This community has more than double in size and population from during the civil conflict of the RUF in Sierra Leone to the recent years. People both nationals and foreigners from different part of the country seek refuge in Lumley during the war. But most have failed to return to where they came from. This has resulted in creating new settlements such as Kaningo, Pentagon, Kamayama, Malama and Portor communities. Added to this, the facilities of the city have negatively impacted particularly the illiterate population of these communities by incidents of high birth rate and reduction in infant mortality. Consequently the alarming rise in population of children.
The Movement for youth and Children’s Right Sierra Leone is amongst it aims and objectives, ensuring that children of this communities participate and express their views on matters of concern to them. Their participations and views must be understood and respected by all professionals working with children.

The rights of a child as provided in several articles of the United Nations convention on the Right of the child and have been reproduced and printed journals, texts, the electronics media etc. So it is not over emphasised in this document .The Movement for youth and Children’s Right (MYCR) a local NGO in collaboration with the community members inclusive of the local councillors and the honourable members of parliament in the Lumley and over serving communities, parents and other community leaders  mapped up strategies to ensure effective child right implementation in these communities to complement the effort of government and organisations working with children particularly in the areas of:

· Collaborating with children to advocate for realization of their rights.

· Provide children with appropriate information through the use of ICT-Information Communication Technology.
· Supporting families to facilitates children’s participation on issues concerning them.

· Associate right to responsibilities.

Vision 

By 2030 Sierra Leone is a country of economically thriving sustainable communities that are interconnected and have less than 1% of the population that needs services like M.Y.C.R. provides. 

Mission 

Our mission is to give the children and youth of Sierra Leone the opportunity for a healthy and thriving life by providing

a. Educational facilities

b. Basic needs- shelter, clothing, feeding

c. Economic development

I. Job training 

ii. Entrepreneur business development

Iii. Job opportunities

Target Groups 

Movement for youth and Children Right MYCR Sierra Leone primary target:

· Orphans

· Vulnerable children and youth. 

MYCR VALUES 

MYCR keeps to its values of: 

Compassion:

We see the divine, the intrinsic-goodness within everyone and everything.

We acknowledge the gracious and equal gifts that we receive from those we serve.

Confidence:

We have the courage within us, that empowers us to the full expressions of our self
Commitment:

We are committed to possibility, to transparency and a belief that everyone is capable of and wants to make a positive contribution to themselves and their community

Interconnectedness:

We believe in and seek clarity with the curiosity of “not-knowing.” We are interdependent and know that everyone at every moment is attempting to make a contribution and fulfilling a need.

In-Service:

We believe in being in-service, the work is done through us, rather than us doing the work

Objectives

1. Give the gift of education to orphans and vulnerable children and Youth.

2. To create awareness on issues affecting children and youth in their communities. Example like HIV/AIDS.
3. To help develop self esteem, hope and respect for orphans and vulnerable children in Sierra Leone

4. We create awareness on children’s rights -Convention on the Right of the Child (CRC) The Africa Chartered of the Right of the Child and the Sierra Leone Child Right Act 2007

5. To connect with other organisations that share common objectives like MYCR 

What MYCR Sierra Leone have Accomplished? 

Accomplishments:- 

· Head of Program received Training on Nonviolent Communication from Marshall Rosenberg Albuquerque NM USA December 2009.

· The International Support Committee (ISC) been established in the US, Canada and Spain to support the Movement for youth and Children’s Right Organisation in Sierra Leone.

· Movement for youth and Children’s Right MYCR Sierra Leone has accomplished the Child orphans, Vulnerable and youth identification process in all targeted communities.

· Exclusive Project – Eye Surgery done on a little girl child supported by MYCR 

· Have establish Internet café and Computer training school to create revenue for MYCR and it target beneficiaries    

 Ongoing Projects:

· MYCR Musical Project

· MYCR Self Help Agricultural Project

· Child Campaign for the Next Generation (CCNG Project)

· MYCR T-Shirts and Batik Clothing Project
OUR PLANS FOR THE NEXT YEAR:
·  Identify and bring together 50-100 orphans and war children who are homeless and underserved–over meals, for counseling and connections.

·  Create communal homes of support and hope for these children (provided until age 18) 

· Educate these children and youth to be self-reliant and productive citizens and to reintegrate child soldiers into new communities.

·  Establish first Internet Café for organization’s sustainability and as a job model and community development program.
·  Offer Nonviolent Communication training to 50-100 young people to facilitate conflict resolution in HOPE homes, in the Café and in the community

· To establish ICT Center and Resource centers for youth and Children all over Sierra Leone to help train and access information about global issues of concern.

For information about MYCR Sierra Leone, please visit www.hopesierraleone.wordpress.com
Contact us at 3 Freetown Road Lumley

Freetown

Sierra Leone

Email: mycr_sl@yahoo.com
Tel: +232 78 669-207

